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Church at The Centre

Tonge Moor United Reformed Church
Starkie Road, Tonge Moor, Bolton BL2 2ED P
www baltencommunity.co.uk/tongemonrurg :

www buildingbridgesintongemoorbolton co.uk
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Come down O Love divine

!

1:45am  Family Service - All welcome (Communion - 1st Sunday of Month)

3.30-500pm  Friday Friends - 3™ Friday in the Month - All welcome

915-930am  Informal Prayer time - All welcome
10:00 - 11:30am  Saturday Morning Café - All welcome

Church Life - May 201C




Qur Church Week:

Sunday Family Service 10:45am
(Communion 1* Sunday of month)
Wednesday 7,30 pm at the Centre - Everyone Welcome
Friday The Friday group meet i Friday In the month 3.30 pm - 5.00 pm
Saturday Informal Prayer time - 9.15 am (15 =20 mins) - ALL WELCOME

Coffec Morning Café 10:00am to 11:30am ~ ALL WELCOME

Contact Numbers
Community Minister - Pat Oliver - Home 01204 520034

Childrens Centre 01204 336746

Church Secretary - Margaret McGreavy — Tel 01204 387905
Church Editor -~ Maureen Harrison — 01204 698873

Church Web Sites: www.boltoncommunity.co.uk/tongemoorure

It Is with great sorrow that [ have to report that Myra Isherwood
has died. Myra had attended Tonge Moor URC since the age of six.
She had been an elder and a friend to many of us over the years.
More on Myra next month.

Sadly, we have been advised of the death, of Revd Bob Good. Bob
was well known to many of us.

There will be a Thanksgiving Service at Egerton URC for Bob on
Monday 19 April at 2.30pm.



Hello

I have been thinking about new life, or rather the signs of new life, even more
than usual this Easter period.

My garden is turning a beautiful shade of yellow at the moment with daffodils
and forsythia, hedges are furning pink and white with early blossom and my
friend's garden pond is teeming with tadpoles. Here at the Centre there is the
usual hustle and bustle of children's and baby's activities but also at the moment
there are builders creating new space for us all to use in a new way.

There are ‘For Sale' or ‘To Let' boards appearing all over the place, both locally
and further ofield, as people move to homes and places that are new to them
and begin to build new relationships with neighbours and shopkeepers, We will
have a new mix of politicians at Westminster and in our Councils this month
which will bring different opportunities and challenges to our lives - nothing
stands still.

Change is part of life - and new life can only come into being at the 'cost’ of
what went before. My Spring flowers needed the cold of Winter to stimulate
the cell changes that produce blossom - the new space in the Children's Centre
is only happening by re-arranging what was there before - someone has to leave
a house, for whatever reason, to enable others to move in - there will be
Councillors and MP's who will lose their seats and make room for the newly
elected. Change is around us all of the time but dealing with the pace of it,
either too slow or too fast and never just right for each person, can be
difficult. Some thrive on constant change until it becomes too fast to cope with
and others prefer a much steadier time until frustration sets in because the
wheels move too slowly for their needs. How on earth do we get a sensible
balance?

There are no easy answers it seems to me but I do know that it helps when I
begin to understand why I am 'out of sorts’ because the balance has become
lopsided - usually pointed out to me by a friend or colleague. I recognise (too
often in hindsight!) what a gift they have given me - a way to look at things with
new eyes because they have seen it first - a new way to understand others
because of that. God offers us the gift of new understanding - a new way of
living in harmony and a commen language without words - love. Net the airy fairy
stuff but love through God's Spirit - entering our hearts and calling us to care
for each other no matter how hard that can be. Pentecost is the traditional
time when Christians celebrate the gift of that Spirit bringing new
understanding of each other - new life together. As that time approaches this
month may we all receive and spread the gifts of God's Spirit and help each
other to live in the 'balance’ of God's love.

Pat



The Central District of the Morth West Synod has created a Prayer Diary to help ali the Churches think
about one another by praying for particular Fellowships each Sunday throughout the year. We will be
Including these Churches in or “Prayers for the Church Family™ during our Sunday moming worship,

During this month, please pray for:-
Everyone in our Fellowsship, young and old, espedally those leading worship and those who cannot
attend;

Pat Ofver our Community Minister and everyone involved in the work of the Children's Cantre and the:
Buding Bridges project; The Pupdls, Parents and Staff of Tonge Moor Community Primary Schiool

and Mporgate Primary School; Friends at other local Churches: St Aidan’s, St Andrew’s, St Augustine’s,
St Codumba’s, Friends at our sister Churches: Rose Hill and 51 Andrew and 51 George

Whendy Vihile in her node as chaplain o Middiebrook Reteil Park
Othver Feliowships in the United Reformed Church :
May 2 Bamford Chapel, Rochdale
9 All Central Area officers
16 Christchurch, Little Lever. URC/Methodist

23 Bank Top, Bolton
30 Alkrington and Providence, Middleton

Dates for your diary

May 1 - Partnership Anniversary Celebration Flower Festival - all day - Grand
Opening by The Mayor of Bolton

May 2 - Baptism of Jack Cox during Morning Worship. Partnership Anndversary
Celebration  Flower Festival — in the afternoon

May 3 - Partnership Anniversary Celebration Flower Festival — all day — Bank Hofiday
May & - General and Local Elections — please make sure that you cast your vote
May B = CROW Consultation Day for Building Bridges Management Group in Coventry
May 9-16 - Pat away

Mo Elders Meeting this month but mest June 1st

May 18 - Worship Group meet

May 21 - Friday Friends -3.30 at The Centre

May 23 - Craft Activity series begins with Age Concern's Jenny Whittle = 10am = 12pm -
maore details later

May 23 - Churches Together in Tonge Moor Penltecost Celebration — probably at Salt
Church in Canon Slade School — details TBC

May 27 - 5t Augustine's Patronal Service -7.30pm - All cordially invited

May 31 - Bank Holiday
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Flower Festival
The

Colour
of

Music

Saturday 1% — Monday 3™ May 2010
to be opened by the Mayor of Bolton

Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday: 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Monday: 11:00am - 3:00pm

Floral arrangements by

{734 BOLTON FLORAL ART GROUP
el  Affiliated to North West Area of NAFAS  NAE

Admission by programme: 50p



A fact for each day of May 2010

1. On this day in 1933 a telephone line between Britain and India was

established.

2. Britain’s first successful liver transplant was carried out in Cambridge on this

day, 1968,

3. On this day in 1997 Stephen Hendry won the World Snooker Championship

for a record seventh time.

4. The folding umbrella was patented on this day, 1715,

5. On this day 10 vears ago Ken Livingstone became London Mayor.

6. Omn this day 60 years ago Elizabeth Tavlor married her first hushand, Conrad

Hiltemn Junior,
7. On this day in 2003 a swan that had fallen in love with a swan-shaped boat in
Hamburg, Germany, was chasing off anyone who tried to take a ride in it.
8. Great Britain celebrated VE day on this day in 1945,
. English actor and playwright Alan Bennett is 76 today.

10. On this day in 1999 Heinz announced the introduction of ring pull lids on their
cans.,

. On this day in 1997 a computer called Deep Blue beat the World Chess
Champion Garry Kasparoy in & match in Philadelphia. 1t was the first time &
computer had beaten a chess Grand Master in a regulation game.

12. British troops landed on the Falkland Islands on this day, 1982,

13. Stan Colleymore was sold to Aston Villa for £7 million on this day, 1997,

14, The late Eric Morecambe was born on this day, 1926,

15, On this day in 2001 Darren Gough received the England Cricketer of the Year

Award,

16, On this day in 1999 Phil Dunnington and David Hempleman-Adams became

the first Britons to fly over the North Pole in a hot air balloon.

17. On this day in 1935 Vivien Leigh signed a £50,000 film contract. She was 19

at the time.

18. Mount 5t Helens in America erupted on this day in 1980, causing widespread

devastation,
19. On this day in 1930 white women were given the vole in South Africa.

20, The 500" episode of ‘Z Cars® was screened on this day, 1975.

21. On this day in 1933 Marlene Dietrich started a trend for women wearing

men’s clothes,

22. The Blackwall Tunnell opened on this day, 1897.

23. On this day in 2006 ex-Spice Girl Geri Halliwell announced she had given her

new baby daughter the name Bluebell Madonna,

24. On this day in the year 2000 a mountaineer was rescued in Japan, after

surviving for |5 days on two jars of mayonnaise.

25. On this day in 1959 America launched a space ship that ook two monkeys

into space,

26. South West Trains ran the last of its scheduled slam-door trains from

London’s Waterloo to Wevmouth in Dorset on this day, 2005,
27. On this day in 1964 eleven scheol boys were suspended at a school in
Coventry for having Mick Jagger haircuts,

2K, Actress and singer Kylie Minogue is 42 today.

29. On this day in 1997 Bob Dyvlan was admitted 1o hospital following a heart

attack.

30. The Duke and Duchess of York were granted a divoree on this day, 1996,

31. The Titanic was launched on this day, 1911.

€ 2010 thesheepdip.co.uk
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Behind the hymn

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us

By James Edmeston

Some hymns are almost-perfect combinations of good theology, spiritual insight and
liturgical awareness, As well as getting their doctrine right. they teach us about
ourselves and our walk with God, and are ideal for particular parts of a service.

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us is one of them. Writlen by James Edmeston (1791-
1867), it's a Trinilanan hymn 1o the three persons of the Godhead.

In some hands this sort of hymn can be rather too easy. They allow the writer to
produce single verses on unconnecied themes, with a structure provided by the Father,
Sonand Spirit progression rather than by any real internal development. James
Edmeston manages o say different things in each verse while maintaining a sense of
artistic unity.

Cioud the Father is the keeper and guide. The reference to the sea is not really a biblical
one (the Hebrews were not scafarers) but the theme echoes the wandering in the
wilderness, led by the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire. In Bible times the sea stood
for chaos, everything that was opposed to the will of God; not a bad way of thinking
about the shape life takes for many of us. But we possess every blessing we need,
knowing that God is our Father.

The second verse picks up a theme Edmeston deals with in other hymns — that Christ
walked our paths and lived a human life,

"Thou didst tread this earth before us.

Thow didsi feel its keenest woe.

In another hymn he says,

‘s afi. with worn and weary feet'We tread earth's rugzed valley o ‘er,

The thought, how comforting and sweet/'Christ trod this very path-before!
Char wants and weaknesses He knows./ From life's first dawning 1o its close.’

There's @ very precious truth here: as the writer to the Hebrews says, we have a High
Priest who is able 1o sympathise with our weaknesses.

The final verse lifts up our minds and hearts to heaven, and finishes on a note of glad
praise: Spirit af our God descending’ Fill our hearts with heavenly joy...

This iz a wonderful hymn to sing at the end of a service. It sums up what we should
have received from God and given to him in worship: acknowledging him as Lord and
Father, identifving with the Crucified Lord Jesus, and being given strength for our
Christian pilgrimage through the Spirii.

James Edmeston was an architect and surveyor who served as churchwarden at
Homerton, Middlesex, where be died. He was a great supporter of the London Orphan
Asylum, and wrote around 2,000 hymns, Very few of them have survived, but Lead
us, heavenly Father deserves to be remembered and sung.

Tt is usually sung to Mansheim, by Friedrich Filitz (1 804-1876). a music critic and
historian who worked in Berlin and Munich.

Mark Woods

i 2007 thesheepdip.co.uk/Mark Woods
Please see site for full terms and conditions.



Quality Family Time - It's A Piece of Cake!

How you can celebrate National Family Week

With work commitments, conflicting schedules and the rise of the "ready-
made’ meal, the benefits of one of the world’s most valued family traditions,
mealtimes, are being lost. National Family Week wants to see families serve
themselves up a generous helping of quality time this summer half-term
holiday. According to The Week's celebrity supporters, there’s no better way
to get together than in the kitchen or around the table, and the proof is In the
pudding!

To help inspire family foodies across the nation, the country’s most beloved
celebs have shared their family favourites in support of National Family Week.
Lawrence Dallaglio, former captain of the English rugby team, owes much to
his father's support, espedially in the kitchen cooking up thelr family's
traditional Tricolore Lasgana; ™1 put a lot of the success 1 had on the pitch
down to the delicious Italian food that my old man cooked for me when I was
growing up and this recipe is one of our favourites.”

Not, only are recipes are an important way of passing on family traditions, but
getting the whole family in the kitchen is a great recipe for some family fun!
Every cook needs an apprentice or two, Getting the kids involved in making
tasty treats like Gloria Hunniford’s Apple Gingerbread with Cinnamon Icing Is
a defectable way to develop children's reading, coordination and general
learning skills, as well as providing a great chance to play.

Talking of her Turkish Delight, Rachel Allen says; “This is one of my favourite
recipes to make with my children... The kids love helping out making them
and making the jars look pretty.”

Along with Anthea Tumer’s aptly named "Mush’, these recipes are the perfect
additions to a summer picnic hamper.

Picnicking is one of the UK's favourite family pastimes. In celebration of this
great British tradition, National Family Week will kick-off the summer half
term holiday period with the Family Week Ficnic on 31st May (Bank Holiday
Monday). Last year, this event set the Guinness World Record for the Largest
Simultaneous Picnic and this year, with over ,1000 picnics taking place across
the country, even more families will be joining the fun.

Rounders and bowling are the top celebrity picks for picnic fun and games, or
why not wile away the day dreaming up your ultimate giant foods. Model
Caprice dreams about a gigantic burrito with all the trimmings, continued.......

© 2010 National Family Week
Please see site for full terms and conditions.






